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of RTI Act reads as:

“Where a Central Public Information Officer or a State Public
Information Officer, as the casc may be, intends to disclose any
information or record, or part thereof on a request made under this Act,

which relates to or has been supplied by a third party and has been

treated _as _confidential by that third party. The Central Public

Information Officer or State Public Information officer, as the case may

be, shall, within five days from the receipt of the request, give 4 written
notice to such third party of the request and of the fact that the Central
Public Information Officer or State public Information Officer, as the
case may be, intends to disclose the information or record, or part thereof,

and invite the third party to make a submission in writing or orally,
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regarding whether the informati hould be disclosed, and such
submission of the third party shall be kq@iew while taking a decision
about disclosure of information”. C?
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Services Tax Act, 2017 Section 152 @8 minone (dilaodlesomy;
“Mo information with respect tc any matter given for the purposes of
section 150 or section 151 shall, without the previous consent in writing
of the concerned person or his authorised representative, be published in
such manner so as to enable such particulars to be identified as referring
to a particular person and no such information shall be used for the
purpase of any proceedings under this Act (without giving an opportunity
of being heard to the person concerned).
Nothing in this section shall appiy to the publication of any information
relating to a class of taxable persons or class of transactions, if in the
opinion of the Commissioner, it is desirable in the public interest to

publish such information™.
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“The right to information and right to privacy are not absolute rights. So,
it is necessary to harmonise these conflicting interests while preserving
the paramounicy of democratic ideals. The preamble of the Act itself
says that it is an Act to provide for setting out the practical regime of
right to information for citizens lo secure access 10 information under the
control of Public Authorities. Thus, information under the Public
authority alone need be disclosed under the Act and no information so
long as it remains in the private person need be disclosed. But, at the
moment when it comes under the Public authority, it shall be deemed to
be in the public domain to which the public has the right to access. Here,
the information sought for by the 4" respondent is one that remains in the
public domain, because, at the moment when the assessee files turnover
and pays monthly tax, that comes to the light of public domain. Afier the

submission of return and payment of tax ete.”
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